
Minutes of the Planning Board Public Meeting of Wednesday, May 7, 2014 

 

Present are Mayor Tagliarini, Mr. Brady, Mr. Awofolaju, Mr. Hirsch, Mr. Mirabal, Deputy 

Mayor Montone, Mrs. Sims, Mr. Shenton 

 

Also present is Michael Leckstein, Esq. 

 

Absent is Mr. Vena, who is on vacation. 

 

New Business, SP14-502 (Amendment No. 2)/MFREVF Aberdeen Urban Renewal, LLC, 

Applicant and Property Owner: MFREVF Aberdeen Urban Renewal, LLC, 1000 Central 

Avenue, Block 262, Lot 8.01, Apartments At Aberdeen Station, (formerly Jefferson at 

Aberdeen Station), Second amendment to previously approved site plan for luxury apartments 

located in the Commerce and Transportation Redevelopment Zone, to install 12 ft. x 12 ft. roofed 

concrete sitting area, install four (4) 8 ft. x 32 in. outdoor kitchen islands with gas grills, and 

install 3 ft. diameter fire pit with knee wall. 

 

Dante Alfieri, Esq., attorney for the applicant, states they are here to amend a site plan for three 

additional items, totaling 460 sq. ft., to include seating areas with roofs over them, outside 

kitchen areas with gas grills and fire pit with knee wall.  

 

Peter Geiger is sworn in by Mr. Leckstein, and states he is the owner representative for Aberdeen 

Station Complex. Under questioning by Mr. Alfieri, he  says they are improving the amenity area 

around the pool,. Existing are four grills, hard piped with gas; they are replacing the old grills 

with stainless steel units with granite counter tops. There will be gas piping but replacing what 

exists to go to the new grills.  

 

There is also an arbor, not a roof that protects you but an ornamental structure that defines 

outdoor space, and an outdoor fire pit.  

 

With regard to the grills, the area is already concrete. The grills are free standing right off the 

edge of the concrete and will be ornamental islands that are in board on the existing concrete. 

They will cut and patch the concrete. It will not add additional impervious surface. However, 

additional impervious surface will be the fire pit and arbor, totaling 460 sq. ft.  

 

Mr. Hirsch asks Mrs. Rescorl if the plans have been presented to the fire department; Mr. 

Shenton replies he believes they have been presented to the fire department and the engineer. 

Mrs. Rescorl says they have been presented to Public Works Department and the fire department, 

who reserved comment pending approval by this Board and presenting the appropriate permits to 

the Building  Department. The engineer’s office had no comment other than it is changing the 

amenities offered the residents of Aberdeen Station, but not creating any variance conditions.  

 

Mr. Shenton asks if this is for the use of the renters; Mr. Geiger says this is a gated community 

so this will be for the use of the tenants and their guests.  

 

Mr. Mirabal says in the application it indicates a roof, but Mr. Geiger says it is not a roof that 

protects you from the elements, rather an ornamental structure that gives definition to the outside 

sitting space.  

 

Ozzie Martinez is sworn in by Mr. Leckstein, and states his address is 80 Park Avenue, 

Hoboken, New Jersey, and he is a New Jersey licensed architect. Under questioning by Mr. 

Alfieri, Mr. Martinez refers to Sheet A-1, stating it is exactly what the Board was presented with.  
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The only difference is he blew it up for the presentation tonight and added colored notes.  

 

Referring to the exhibit, he shows the building around the edge, where the tenants come in, and 

there are existing gas grills there now. They are installing L shaped gas grills, fancier, granite 

tops,  stainless steel..There is an existing fence to be pushed toward the pool, reconditioned and 

relocated back a little bit, but not creating additional impervious coverage. The grills will be 

outside the fenced area.  

 

Mr. Hirsch asks why the cooking area is outside the fenced area; Mr. Geiger says the pool is not 

open all the time. This will give the tenants the ability to cook when the pool is closed as well as 

when it is open. The grills will be on timers, and will shut off after 30 minutes. They cannot be 

left on should a child come up. 

 

Mr. Martinez says the only difference is moving the gate, updating the grills, and the other area 

of improvement is the corner where the fence is at 90 degrees. It will be moved in closer toward 

the pool, and referring to his exhibit shows a 12 x 12 ft. slab of concrete with an arbor, four 

columns, and open roof with slats across. There is a walkway to a fire pit to sit around on cooler 

nights.  

 

These additional changes equal about 460 sq. ft.  

 

Mr. Brady moves to approve the amended site plan, seconded by Mr. Hirsch. 

 

Yes: Mayor Tagliarini, Mr. Brady, Mr. Awofolaju, Mr. Hirsch, Mr. Mirabal, Deputy Mayor 

Montone, Mrs. Sims, Mr. Shenton 

 

No: None   Abstain: None 

 

Mr. Shenton and Mr. Leckstein advise the applicant and Mr. Alfieri there will be one resolution 

with both applications.  

 

 

Continued Business, Addison Park (formerly Garden Manor), 150 Highway 35, Block 230, 

Lots 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, Administrative change to amend Condition No. 16 of a 1987 Resolution to 

remove U Turn; update from Township Council. 

 

Mr. Leckstein says that the Council has requested that he, Tim and Maxine make an application 

to the DOT to reconsider their position whether this U Turn should be permitted.  

A letter was sent to the Township Council at the Board’s request at last meeting, and this is the 

Township Council’s decision.  

 

Mr. Leckstein says a motion should be made to continue it on the agenda because it is technically 

before us because there was a request to remove a condition, and we have not ruled on that 

request  until we have exhausted all remedies to get the DOT to approve it. We can put it on the 

inactive agenda. Mr. Leckstein says we have not; we are moving ahead on the application from 

the last meeting. He says to move to put it on the inactive agenda until we hear from the DOT. 

When the DOT replies, we will put it back on the active agenda.  
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Mr. Mirabal moves to carry the application on the inactive agenda until we hear from the DOT, 

seconded by Mr. Awofolaju, and on voice vote all members agree.   

 

Wilhemina Gumbs, 126 Count Road, Cliffwood, asks if it is her understanding it is going to be 

on an inactive agenda. 

 

Mr. Leckstein say they were required to get this approved by the applicant when the facility was 

built, and it is in the 1987 resolution they had to get the DOT approval. Apparently it was never 

done, according to the DOT. The new owners went to the DOT asking them to rule it is an illegal 

U turn, they never approved it, and the DOT said they were right, it was never approved. Then 

the applicant came to us and said it is an illegal U turn, and we should remove that condition 

from the resolution. We asked why it is illegal, and they responded the DOT said it is illegal.  

 

It will not happen overnight, but we refused to remove the condition; the condition is still there. 

Now we are making an application to the DOT. 

 

Mrs. Gumbs says it is her understanding an application had been made from another meeting;  

Mr. Leckstein says he wrote to the Commissioner on behalf of the Planning Board, and they  

reaffirmed the fact is was not approved, but said if we want to make a formal application they 

would consider it. The commissioner cited the code, who you write it to, and we will do that. 

You know government, it doesn’t happen super fast. 

 

Mrs. Gumbs asks if there is a pending sale on Addison Park; Mr. Leckstein says he does not 

know about a pending sale, nor are the Board members aware of this. Deputy Mayor Montone 

said she heard for the first time yesterday. Mrs. Gumbs says when something stirs up like this 

there is usually a sale in the background. 

 

Mr. Leckstein says tonight we are putting it on an inactive agenda so it isn’t on the agenda every 

two weeks. We have not removed the condition. Once we hear from the DOT we will put it back 

on the agenda. 

 

Mrs. Gumbs says everyone knows the quality of life will be a mess over there; Deputy Mayor 

Montone wants the public to know when we have something to say, so that they do not come out 

needlessly every two weeks and we have nothing new to offer them.  

 

There will be no Executive Session tonight.   

 

Meeting adjourned.  
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